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“The Fall Of The House Of Usher”
	From the grotesque and eerie, to the mysteriously daunting features behind its Motifs, there are many elements that go into a southern gothic story. Many of the characters within these tales are also known to have damaged, delusional, and some even a supernatural characteristic. These elements combined with the dark and dauntingly gloomy environment found within the south truly embody what the southern gothic genre is truly about, all while exploiting issues found within the south on race, abuse, and other topics found during its time. A great piece within the southern gothic genre “The House Of Usher”, by Edgar Allen Poe, shows off each and every element that goes into southern gothic, tied together with a supernatural feel and scenes captivating emotional tension truly take the reader deep into southern gothic. To help define the genre with more detail, one can explore the stories theme, “Fear”.  One can find upon reading the story that every single phrase, depiction, and stanza revolves around the central theme of Fear. Diving into the house of usher one will find many examples, which truly exploit the stories underlying theme through a mix of quoted context, and literary devices Poe uses throughout the story. 
One of the first examples on the stories theme of fear is found within the introduction to the story, where one can see Poe use Imagery to explain to the reader the emotions that came across from a simple view upon the house of usher. Yet one can really see the emphasis of the fear the character has struck upon, “Here was an iciness, a sinking, a sickening of the heart—an unredeemed dreariness of thought which no goading of the imagination could torture into aught of the sublime. What was it—I paused to think—what was it that so unnerved me in the contemplation of the House of Usher?” (research guide). Another element to the previously stated stanza is Poe’s use of foreshadow. As stated in the quoted text, the main character has an eerie depiction at what is to behold him upon entering the house of usher. This is a great introduction to the story as it provides emphasis on what the tone of the story is going to be. One can already predict the direction Poe is going, that the story is one of mystery and oddity. Further backing up the stories theme of fear. 
Fear is found throughout the house of usher, depicted in many forms. Of those forms the most intriguing being the effect that fear had on the human psyche. As seen in the next quotation taken from the story, fear manifests itself within the protagonist. A manifestation that the protagonist, usher, had constructed within his own head, “I shudder at the thought of any, even the most trivial, incident, which may operate upon this intolerable agitation of soul. I have, indeed, no abhorrence of danger, except in its absolute effect—in terror. In this unnerved—in this pitiable condition—I feel that the period will sooner or later arrive when I must abandon life and reason together, in some struggle with the grim phantasm, FEAR.” (tales and sketches). For Roderick Usher fear itself is worse than whatever you fear. One possible interpretation of the tale is that the fear of some dreaded occurrence actually manifests it in reality; that is, because the protagonist fears his death, which in turn brings about his death. As stated in the previously quoted text, the protagonist is anticipating the madness that will derive from his underlying fear that his mental state will sooner or later determinate himself emotionally and physically. That same fear will cause him to “abandon life and reason together.” Thus giving more insight to the underlying theme of Fear.
	Lastly, what truly spoke out on the theme of Fear was the way Poe elaborates on the literal house of usher. Setting the house on a very gloomy mountainside, giving it old and dark shroud of despair upon the building. This is the first effect Poe creates, this "sense of insufferable gloom." There are no gothic stories, which take place in daylight or at high noon. “Upon the bleak walls—upon the vacant eye-like win- dows—upon a few rank sedges—and upon a few white trunks of decayed trees—with an utter depression of soul which I can com- pare to no earthly sensation more prop- erly than to the after-dream of the reveler upon opium—the bitter lapse into everyday life—the hideous dropping off of the veil.”(gothic psyche). Giving the house almost a life-like appeal, giving the sense that the house itself is alive, that all the cause of the un-stainable fear comes from the house itself. This further gives the reader basis on which to draw more questions, for example is the house the true embodiment of fear? Or is the simple environment and scenery to blame for the illusion daunting the characters within the story? Also found through certain scenes. Poe creates a very ferriable gloom that the weather and environment bring when it comes to element of fear. Winds whistling throughout the house, windows being swung open, the house itself cracking apart. All of these elements combined offer the emotion of fear to race through ones thoughts. The house, the barren landscape, the bleak walls, the rank sedges in the moat, all these create a "sickening of the heart, an unredeemed dreariness."(short stories) This is a theme of fear, which will become the mood throughout the entire story.
 Right from the beginning opening paragraphs, to the presentation of the over-sensitive, hopelessly frail and delicate Roderick Usher, and who’s to forget the intensifying conclusion with the appearance of the living corpse, all of Poe's literary devices and great use of grammaticism combine to create the anxiety accompanying that "grim phantasm, FEAR." Using imagery and personification of the house, the scenery, the depiction of grotesque ambiance, Edgar Allen Poe has done a fantastic job at laying down the underlying theme of fear, while delivering a story that stays true to the southern gothic genre. 
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