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Within the given text, “Travel and Colonial Writing in English” along with a segment from Montaigne’s “of the Canniballes” both of these pieces harvest a central theme discussing a given nature of a newly found land and the encounter with those who inhabit these lands. Travel Writing essentially revolved around pamphlets that had been created during early conquest into the America’s. comprising of a series of pamphlets, they shed light through certain view points on accounts of the new world as well as the things that occurred through this transitional period. The viewpoints very within the text as one can find a distinct split between discussion on those who had inhabited these untraveled lands, depicting the local inhabitants as nomadic tribes. The split in opinion comes when the writers begin to discuss the characteristics of the tribes, being either vicious and unforgiving or simply just stating that these nomads are not acting out of anger or barbaric rage but from the traditional nature which their culture is grounded upon. It is believed that these detailed writings may come across as just informational, but carried an underlying political agenda to scare people (Europeans) as well as enticing migration to the new worlds. 
These works are very similar in the sense that they inform readers with personal accounts of newly found land and the inhabitants, but where travel writing seems to have a underlying political agenda, Montaigne’s cannibal writing almost causes the reader to better relate to the local tribes and understand why they act and commit certain actions. Within the reading Montaigne states that the cannibals “do not kill for pleasure, rather it is traditional and respectful”. Understanding the context of both these historical pieces, one can evaluate how these works affected cultural assumptions between nomadic tribes that many people had come across during an era of extreme exploration. How might certain countries used travel writings for themselves or against foreign enemies, and how did societal views (that these writings caused) affect the way countries perceived the world around them, and tribal cultures during such a progressive era?
To understand why these writings were used and how they in turn shaped cultural assumptions on nomadic tribes we must discuss the initial progress that started travel writings. Taking a direct look into “Literature, Travel, and Colonial Writings in the English Renaissance”, upon initial read, it is stated that during the particular time that writers had begun works of literature in the travel writing genre, there had been a huge influx in interest to migrate to uncharted Americas. The first reading discussed that the Spanish were the front runners in terms of expanding into new territories, “Ferdinand Magnellans ships had already circumnavigated the globe. Hernan Cortes had conquered Mexico; and Francisco de Pizarro was just finishing off his conquest of Peru. Even the French were more active and successful at colonizing the Americas in the 16th century than the English” (Schadl). With this information in mind, its understandable that the English (trailing behind their foreign rivals in terms of exploration and migration) gained a higher unprecedented ambition to finally get a taste of this unconquered territory. With this envious morality at hand, the English composition of travel writing would be sure to make remarks on the Spaniards and their “ill nature” which can almost be seen as backlash. 
[bookmark: _Hlk500724512][bookmark: _Hlk500717633]Half way through Elizabeth’s reign, the only glimpse of the new world that was accessible to the English was the “Decades of the newe worlde” by Peter Martyr Anghera’s. This work was an attempt to spark a flame within the English and follow in the footsteps of the Spaniards. What was interesting about this work was not so much the information on the new world itself but the depiction of the Spaniards “cruel” nature during their travels. Though that might not have been the case, those accounts were manifested as the general view towards the Spaniards within the English colonies. “Important later were accounts of Spanish cruelty in the Americas, designated to emphasize the dangers of the Spanish dominance in Europe and the Americas, and promote the benefits of rival English efforts” (Schadl). Along with accounts of the Spaniards acting brutal towards the natives, there is also written accounts of some inhabiting tribes being “cannibals” with no holds barring on the barbaric nature and actions committed. “furthermore, or ever yowe canne come thether, yow must passe over the mountaynes inhabited of the cruell canybales a fierce kynde of men, devoures of mans flesshe, lying without lawes, wandering, and withowte empire.for they also , beinge desirous of golde, have subdewed them under theyr dominion...” (Schadl). Looking at the end of the previous quote, adding that these barbaric cannibals also held gold within their possession could later be used to justify English motives to slaughter nomadic tribes. One could infer the imagination going through readers heads about these foreign lands, the underlying subconscious idea that these Spaniards were extremely cruel and the justification of joining the migration to conquer these lands in a more dignified manner. During a time of exploration, this work encouraged its readers while also masking or exaggerating the truth on some accounts. 
 This is one of the first instances in which we can see travel writing’s being skewed and overexaggerated in order to churn the masses perception on the newly form land. It is very ironic being that the English themselves were actually just as cruel as the depiction given of the Spaniards settlements in the new lands. Looking into the first successful explorations taken by the English, it was documented that they came across various obstacles before they had finally established a settlement in the Virginia colonies. Supposedly they had a troubled relationship with the local inhabitants which had inevitable resulted in the destruction of one settlement and so much as around 300 killed. “As these accounts indicate, attempts to establish colonies in the Americas were not always greeted with enthusiasm… that it was actually a bloody and cruel exercise” (Schadl). 
In its essence, though not so obvious to the mass public, the travel writings were just what the English needed to help persuade a country, motivating them for a transitional period where the ideals could easily be manipulated through emotions and literary relevance. It was a way to bring people into a “political realm”, Hadfield’s travel writings were never intended to be produced as a narrative literary work, or to simply inform readers on a the new world. The cultural assumptions on these nomadic tribes or any other groups did not matter as long as they executed underlying goals,” …the relative distribution of power within the body politic, fear of foreign influences undermining English/British independence, the need to combat success of other rival nations…” (Baker). 
[bookmark: _Hlk500724542]	Going deeper into the accounts of the European presence within the America’s, we can follow into Michel de Montaigne’s essay, “Of the Canniballes”. Reading this piece compared to that of the previous travel writing we dissected, one can find the work itself speaking more on the humanity of these foreign lands as Montaigne provides a beautifully written essay in which is written in such a delicate manor, one couldn’t believe these cannibals being the same “flesh eating monsters” depicted in “Decades of the newe worlde”. It is obvious that there lies no hidden underlying agenda rather then the need for the reader to really correlate with these nomadic people. Written in a time where the culture assumptions towards newly found land rotated around the troublesome notions that danger lay in every corner, that the inhabitant cannibals were brutal killers, this essay dives into an honest perspective comparing that current “modern age” and all of its falsehoods to the pure and untouched lifestyle that these nomads had. Some sections Montaigne almost seems to envy these cannibals, stating that these people seemed extremely barbaric in the sense that they are the furthest from the contemporary life style that the modern person lived, yet they seemed so much closer to their original human nature then said modern person. They had no use for the necessities of a modern life, yet it was almost perfection in his eyes. “that hath no kinde of traffike, no knowledge of Letters, no intelligence of numbers, no name of magistrate, nor of politike superioritie; no use of service, of riches or of povertie; no contracts, no successions, no partitions, no occupation but idle; no respect of kindred, but common, no apparel but naturall, no manuring of lands, no use of wine, corne, or mettle. The very words that import lying, falshood, treason, dissimulations, covetousnes, envie, detraction, and pardon, were never heard of amongst them.” (Montaigne). 
	Even Montaigne’s description of the manor in which these nomads consume human flesh is written through an understanding manor. Where “Decades of the newe worlde” depicts the graphic and unforgiving nature of human consumption, Montaigne gives more of a traditional understanding that these cannibals do not simply kill and devour their enemies out of anger and hunger, but rather when confronted with an enemy from a neighboring nation beyond their mountains they treat them with the upmost respect. Respect in this sense is seen as treating their prisoners well, offering nourishment while apprehended, and killing them in a manner that is not cruel or torturous. “After they have long time used and entreated their prisoners well, and with all commodities they can devise, he that is the Master of them; sommining a great assembly of his acquaintance; tieth a corde to one of the prisoners armes, by the end whereof he holds him fast, with some distance from him, for fear he might offend him, and giveth the other arme, bound in like manner, to the dearest friend he hath, and both in the presence of all the assembly kill him with swords: which done, they roast and then eat him in common, and send some slices of him to such of their friends as are absent. It is not, as some imagine, to nourish themselves with it (as anciently the Scithians wont to doe), but to represent an extreme and inexpiable revenge.” (Montaigne). 
	I found this reading extremely refreshing for the time is was created. With everyone involved in this race for newly found land, there is a central theme for progression. The need to enlarge territories, to gather more gold, to gain more inventory and goods, Montaigne almost provides the readers with a moment to ponder on what one truly needs. These nomads know nothing of currency or the need to conquer vast lands. They are happy simply with what they have, and they live a better life physically and with great content. I think Montaigne wants his readers to toss the misconceptions of foreign lands and their inhabitants, that these were merely produced by the political corruption that has plagued society. “They contend not for the gaining of new lands; for to this day they yet enioy that natural ubertie and fruitfulnesse, which without labouring toyle, doth in such plenteous abundance furnish them with all necessary things, that they need not enlarge their limits. They are yet in that happy estate as they desire no more than what their naturall necessities direct them: whatsoever is beyond it, is to them superfluous” (Montaigne). 
[bookmark: _Hlk500724739][bookmark: _Hlk500726402]	Both “Decades of the newe worlde” and “Of the Canniballes” offer accounts on travels into the uncharted lands, but both provide the reader with a different tone and underlying notion swaying the readers perspective, ultimately affecting cultural assumptions towards these local inhabitants. “Decades of the newe worlde” puts more focus and emphasis at political gain, the need for expansion and the progression of nations was of the upmost importance, these travels writing pamphlets were the ultimate tool to evoke emotions against foreign countries, push people to join in the race, make the journey to new land enticing and exciting. But in this, nomadic tribes were seen as barbaric and dangerous. How could one feel bad about conquering such a primitive and dangerous group of people? Could one even consider this wrong? In an article by reviewed by Robert Boerth, he agrees that use of travel writing and the means to assert a masses cultural assumption was merely a tool to maintain order and progress as a nation. “reflection on national identity and political order is high unavoidable; faced with different cultures and confronted with the task of maintaining order, the colonist is a radical thinker whether or not he or she accepts such a position because colonizers have been forced to recognize the violence necessary for the formation of states.” (Boerth).
	Contrary to an underlying political agenda, “Of the Canniballes” takes a more humanistic approach to travel writing in terms of describing the inhabitants. Though Montaigne’s essay seems like another informative writing on newly found land, he dives deeper with an underlying theme of being self-aware. To be aware of societal norms and expectations, to take the conception that everyone had towards these nomads and provide a essay that while changing ones feelings towards cannibals, it also causes change in perception upon oneself and the quickly changing world around. Steven Rendall questions Montaigne’s essay in a research article, agreeing that the outcome was more than just an informative essay, but a reflection on ourselves “its main subject, despite the title, is not cannibals, or even the paradise in the Andes described in the second part of the essay, but rather how we ought to judge other cultures – and ourselves. We are only too prone, Montaigne suggests. To form hasty judgements based more on ignorance and prejudice than on experience and careful examination, and to assume that our own society provides a standard of excellence and civilization by which all other may be judged” (Rendall). 
	Though both works had a different purpose, they were both utilized for the ultimate goal of moving its readers and pushing for a change in perspective; be it good or bad. Travel Writings can be seen as one of the biggest literary tools for pushing society and cultural assumptions as a whole. Both offering a different insight to how people perceived the world around them but ultimately the perception was left to the reader. As to the accounts, though they varied with legitimacy, offering personal accounts of these uncharted territories truly captured the essence of the time period. Whether the writings made one ambitious and eager for a new world, or caused fear and doubt towards unknowing territory, there was still an unprecedented thought of progression towards the advancement of humanity that was much needed. 


















Process Memo
	I found the entire writing process fairly straight forward in terms of gathering sources and relating all of my information together. Using the data bases provided by Florida State really helped, JSTOR and EEBO were my primary databases. I gave myself enough time to conduct research and pick out my sources. Though having concrete quotes and information was simple, the hardest part to me was simply taking all the information from the researching done and previous discussions in our class, and forming my own thought and opinion in context to the underlying topic question. Although I had prior knowledge of my topic and the readings that accompanied, I was surprised to find that there was so many articles and journals that actually correlated with my topic, and it reassured me that there was relevance to my central opinions. When I went about choosing a topic I really wanted to find something that spoke not just about the situation or written work literally, but a topic that would cause a higher form of critical thinking. I wanted to cover more than just an informational piece, and by choosing the travel writings I was able to discuss how these works affected an entire society subconsciously, how Montaigne’s Essay wasn’t to be taken literal rather if looked at in a humanistic lens, you could see how he was speaking on society as a whole. To discuss how Hadfield used his travel writings to induce notions that could turn a country into a specific mindset. I find it fascinating and it honestly also sheds some light on our own cultural assumptions and variables that could have led us to those ideas. 
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