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Shirley Temple and Bill “Bojangles’ Robinson
	Known as one of the earliest interracial duo on popular film, Shirley Temple and Bill Robinson captivated the hearts and intrigued the minds of millions of viewers. In a time where racial segregation was the norm and white had supremacy over minorities, Temple and Robinson portrayed characters in film that seemed to go against the traditional mind sets. Exploring the relationship between these two one can find many obstacles conquered and boundaries pushed that paved way to a progressive future and opened the ideas of equality across all forms of expression and life. By there actions on and off film, they reinforce negative ideologies; implying that ideas or views change only when material conditions change. Through critical analysis of their relationship through how their relationship further continues to push negative ideology, their musical numbers and screen performance, and being considered the first interracial couple, one can understand how this dynamic duo broke boundaries in a world with so many. 
To change the views of inequality between races was the biggest contribution from their relationship and makes complete sense through analyzing negative ideology. “negative view sees ideology as not simply a procedure by which reality is distorted, but one in which ideology is dialectically related to the nature of social relations and serves not to distort or hide that relationship but to reify class differences as intrinsic and natural.” (Harvey,L). I find that the society which surrounded Temple and Robinson was that of a culture colorblind to ideology, they denied their negative racial expressions as being anything but. Throwing the relationship between Temple and Robinson, those who viewed their performances and enjoyed connection were involved in a changing ideology. To look past the boundaries of segregation and see some positive thought and action coming through two people who otherwise would have never been seen in such light. Their relationship was one of many that trickled down societal view changing the norms of our culture at the time and bringing about a change in conscious thought towards ideology, for the good of mankind. 
The importance of Temple and Robinsons relationship not only stems from their regular performances individually throughout the cinematic stories they told, but in fact the major and some of the most memorable scenes come from the musical numbers they put on. Robinson at the time was known for his tap dancing, he was a brilliant dancer and he was also gifted with choreography having done so for a few movies. Though it was not until his role in The Little Cornel that his role would shine so prominently, and it was through this relationship with temple that he helped leave more than a eternally lasting impression on society. Within this movie he played the role of the loyal servant, wistfully carrying a large smile and taking in Temple’s caretaker on film, but off the restriction of the servant role, Robinson masterfully stretched it into that which was more paternal, playing teacher, mentor and sage. This film was also Shirley’s braking film that made her Americas sweetheart. Both these actors had such a connection through tap dancing, both held pursed mouth, wide-open eyes, flat-footed stance with arms akimbo, a piquant smile, and the smooth movements that all complemented each other. Seeing such a great coordination was commenting on two completely different people, different backgrounds and upbringings, and seeing how wonderful they worked together which furthered the idea of equality between races. Temple made statements on Robinson saying how great of a person he was, and how of a difference he made on her tap dancing number. At a young age she acknowledged his characteristics that made him so charming during the routines, “I kept reaching for his hand... He stopped short, bent over me, his eyes wide and rows of brilliant teeth in a wide smile. When he took my hand in his, it felt large and cool.” (Hill). Even in our modern times, these routines are an example of the possibility of an end to racism. 
Comparing the tap dancing numbers, they played, as well as the effect on changing ideology, it all just speaks on one main point being their overall relationship with each other. Being dubbed the first interracial couple, it was more than their on-screen performances that broke boundaries of inequality, but the way they treated each other. Two opposites cohesively coming together to deliver smiles and entertaining each other daily, even when their movie roles were help no cohesive social status. Though there were some negative comments from black audiences; they loved that Robinson was getting work and limelight, but that still did not cover the wound that was his image portrayed through his characters. Playing servant roles, being dimwitted, it was ill fitting but those were the times. But its through this rough characterization that really puts their relationship in perspective and gave people the chance to really respect an interracial couple. To see a white and black pushing through the racial boundaries with a smile on, enjoying each other’s company on and off film, reforms the idea of equality. The push to keep fighting through the traditional segregated mentality. Robinson kept positive and remained his true self no matter the situations and mistreatment his roles depicted, Temple comments on the fact that she never saw inequality through her eyes, that Robinson always kept everything on an equal playing field, “"Bill Robinson treated me as an equal, which was very important to me," Black told NPR. "He didn't talk down to me, like to a little girl. And I liked people like that. And Bill Robinson was the best of all." (Blair). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Through the different variables that created their timeless relationship, Temple and Robinson created an example for a progressive future that laid ahead. Between the musical choreographed numbers and they’re on and off-screen relationship, they helped embrace the idea of negative ideology through a simple friendship. The fact that they were both great actors, but had unequal treat, that in itself was the irony behind the segregation era. I find that allowing this situation to be published to the masses really stir up some emotional output, quit possibly putting the ridiculous social norms or racism into perspective. Even now, and years after their spots in the lime light, Temple and Robinson’s on and off-screen relationship will be known as a cinematic treasure that sparked a change in equality, and a platonic conception that had and will continue to brake barriers.
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